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p r o s p E C t u s

Scoil Mhuire welcomes you...
In our school we strive to create an environment
that is safe and secure for our students; a place
that encourages them to be positively disposed
towards learning and to embrace positive values so
that their life-choices will be the right ones for them;
an environment where they can mature and flourish
academically and personally.
We recognise and respond to the talents and needs
of each student in our care because we believe that
every student is gifted. Our work is to release that
gift. We aim to challenge, stimulate and support
them through an inclusive, relevant curriculum,
quality teaching and learning and a comprehensive
range of extra-curricular activities. It is our wish
that students leave us with academic qualifications
in keeping with their abilities, with well-developed
interpersonal and communication skills, with a
genuine appreciation of the aesthetic and a respect
for the environment and the world.
As a Catholic school under the trusteeship of CEIST
(Catholic Education an Irish Schools’ Trust), we
embrace Christian values, teaching our students
to show care and concern for others and to strive
to achieve their personal best. We are committed
to the total development and care of each girl
entrusted to us during the very important teenage
years. We see ourselves as partners with parents
and commit ourselves to guiding and nurturing our
students so that they can look to the future with
confidence. While it is a Catholic school, Scoil Mhuire
wholeheartedly welcomes students from all religious
backgrounds.
I am very proud of the work we do to help our
students to thrive and to succeed. I invite you to
browse through the prospectus and I will be very
happy to talk to you and to show you what we have
to offer here in Scoil Mhuire.
Seosaimhín Uí Dhomhnalláin
Príomhoide

“Scoil Mhuire is a high- functioning,
very well- managed school with
very effective leadership
of staff and students.”
(WSE 2014)

Guiding Principles
Scoil Mhuire’s students, staff, parents and Board of
Management form a community with a shared firm
commitment to:
J

high academic expectation and achievement

J

high quality teaching and learning

J

recognising all levels of intelligence

J

valuing accomplishment in all activities

J

fostering a love of learning while nurturing
all aspects of each student’s development

J

providing a broad, balanced curriculum that
caters for the individual needs of all the
students

J

promoting the highest ethical and
moral values

J

fostering respect

J

providing students with learning experiences
and opportunities which will enable them to
achieve their full potential

“High quality of
teaching and
learning was evident”
(WSE 2014)
Seosaimhín Uí Dhomhnalláin
Principal

Liz Collins
Deputy Principal

Curriculum
Junior Certificate
Gaeilge

Business Studies

German

English

Science

Civic, Social & Political Education

Mathematics

Technical Graphics

Physical Education*

History

Music

Choir*

Geography

Art, Craft & Design

Social Personal & Health Education*

French

Home Economics
History

Computer Studies*

Religious Education

Students at Scoil
Mhuire follow the
curriculum set down
by the Department
of Education and
Skills. Our aim is to
provide a balanced,
integrated and
inspiring curriculum
that is relevant to
the time and place in
which students live.

Since its foundation in 1872, when the first

*non-examination subjects
Convent of Mercy was set up at Bridge House,

Ennistymon, Scoil Mhuire has had a

The new Junior Cycle Programme (Junior Certificate Student Award) prioritises literacy, numeracy
distinguished history.
and other key skills for learning, living and working in the 21st century.

From relatively small beginnings, the school
developed through a series of careful steps.
continues to flourish while maintaining the
Transition YearItProgramme
vision and commitment to innovation fostered
Bridging the gap between
Junior and Senior Cycles
by its foundress Catherine McAuley.

The modern world requires confident, independent, self-motivated and adaptable people.
To-day’s
opened in 1979,
continues
The emphasis in Transition
Yearschool,
is on self-directed
learning
and on the
encouraging initiative in
tradition
begun
more
than
one
hundred
and forty
managing tasks.
- educating
young which
people
to play
their to develop skills
Transition Year offers years
a wideago
range
of opportunities
enable
students
a rapidly to
changing
society.
and personal talents. part
Moreinimmediate
their needs,
students gain considerable maturity
which enables them to become independent learners and to engage more fully with the
Senior Cycle Programme.

Examples of TY events include:
School Musical

Young Social Innovators

Carol Recital

Visiting Speakers

Work Experience

Sport e.g. Surfing

Charity Work e.g. Daffodil Day

Student Enterprises

Gaisce Award

Advanced Computing Skills

School Tours

Training Courses e.g. First Aid

Senior Cycle
The following subjects are compulsory:
Gaeilge

English

Mathematics

French

In addition to the compulsory subjects, students choose three of the following subjects:

Accounting

Biology

DCG

Home Economics

Agricultural Science

Business

Geography

Physics

Art

Chemistry

History

Music*

*Music is available as an additional subject

Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme
The aim of the programme is to prepare students for life after school, for the world of
work or further education, by developing skills and competencies fundamental to both
academic and vocational life.
LCVP is an enhanced Leaving Certificate offered alongside the traditional Leaving
Certificate.
Students study two modules over two years:
Preparation for the World of Work and Enterprise Education.

“The school
demonstrates a
very good capacity
for change and
improvement.”
(WSE 2014)

School Life

“Scoil Mhuire seeks to nurture and respect.”
While there is a strong emphasis on learning and academic success across a wide
ability range, a Pastoral Care approach influences all aspects of school life:

Teaching & Learning

‘We should
be shining
lamps giving
light to all
around us’
Catherine McAuley



Academic progress is carefully monitored by Year Heads in Scoil Mhuire
and a close partnership between the school and the parents helps to
support academic progress



Parent-Teacher meetings are organised for each year group



Students have a Student Journal to record their homework and this
provides a day-to-day method for teachers to communicate with parents



An important part of life outside the classroom is supervised study,
available to students during weekdays, at week-ends and during holidays



A Homework Club encourages good study practices and provides structure for
younger students so that they can learn to work on their own



Every effort is made to ensure that students feel supported and cared for
by excellent staff members who are very generous with their time



A system of peer buddies, where senior students help and support first year
students in their transition from Primary to Secondary School is in place



The Student Council endeavours to provide a line of communication
between students, management, staff and parents enabling them to give
voice to matters of concern to them



The Parents Association helps to establish good relationships between
parents, teachers, students and management

Learning Support
G

In Scoil Mhuire we make every effort to cater for individual needs, abilities
and learning styles

G

Our Learning Support Programme enables students with special educational
needs to develop to their full potential

G

Learning Support Teachers liaise with the subject teachers, design programmes
for students who are experiencing learning difficulties and nurture the
individual talents of the students in their care

Guidance & Counselling
– provided by a fully qualified guidance counsellor.
D

The Guidance and Counselling Programme is student-centered

D

Career Guidance classes are arranged to facilitate students’
needs and interests

D

Parental involvement in the Guidance process is encouraged
and welcomed

D

Individual counselling is available to students who require
assistance to resolve issues in their personal lives

Artistic & Creative Life
Scoil Mhuire endeavours to create an environment
that celebrates the joy of discovery through the arts.
We provide opportunities that allow students’
talents to shine through:
D

Music: a core part of life in our school

D

Art: central to creative life in Scoil Mhuire

D

Dance: encouraging individual expression

D

Public Speaking, Creative Writing and Drama:
vital to our commitment to developing
student self-confidence, self esteem and
self understanding

The school is
student-centered,
innovative and
progressive.
(WSE 2014)

Sport & Recreation
Sport is a very important part of life in Scoil Mhuire.
We encourage participation in a diverse range of
activities in order to:
G

foster a sense of belonging

G

promote team-work

G

encourage healthy lifestyles

G

teach discipline

G

aid self confidence

Scoil Mhuire has a
commendable range
of student support structures.
(WSE 2014)

We recognise the
role of music,
dance, art
and sport in
developing
independent
creative thinkers

Recognising Achievement
Awards
Student Awards are presented each year in the following categories:
Student of the Year

Academic Achievement

Art

Head Girl

Social Awareness

Music

Prefects

Endeavour

Sport

Attendance

Contribution to School Life

Code of Behaviour
Students are expected to maintain positive standards of behaviour at all times.
D
D
D
D
D
D

To be respectful, courteous and considerate to all adults and fellow students in the school
To work hard and do their best
To arrive punctually, in uniform and fully equipped for all classes
To accept responsibility for their actions
To complete all assigned homework and submit it on time
To accept and abide by all school policies

The Code of Behaviour and other school policies are available from the school office or on the school website.

Communicating with parents
D

D

Parents and students have direct web access (www.scoil-mhuire.ie) to information on class
timetables, sporting events, school calendars and general news
Newsletters, emails and SMS messages allow for immediate relevant updates

The School Day
Monday to Thursday: Class begins at 09.00 and ends at 15.55
Friday: Class begins at 09.00 and ends at 13.20
Lunch (except Friday) 13.10 – 13.55
Hot food is available from the school canteen. Students are required to remain on the school grounds at
all times with the exception of those who have prior written permission to go home for lunch.

School Uniform
D
D
D

Green jumper
Plaid skirt
School jacket

D
D
D

Green socks or black opaque tights
White blouse
Black flat shoes

School Transport
Application forms for school transport are available from Bus Éireann
(See www.buseireann.ie)

History
Since its foundation in 1872, when the first
Convent of Mercy was set up at Bridge House,
Ennistymon, Scoil Mhuire has had a
distinguished history.
From relatively small beginnings, the school
developed through a series of careful steps.
It continues to flourish while maintaining the
vision and commitment to innovation fostered
by its foundress Catherine McAuley.
To-day’s school, opened in 1979, continues the
tradition begun more than one hundred and forty
years ago - educating young people to play their
part in a rapidly changing society.

Scoil Mhuire,
Convent of Mercy,
Ennistymon,
Co. Clare.
tel:

065-7071224

fax:

065-7071918

e-mail: admin@scoil-mhuire.ie
web:

www.scoil-mhuire.ie

